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The Pacific Island nation of Tuvalu is one of the most vulnerable countries to the effects of climate change.
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TOSY’S STORY
Tosy is a young woman from Kiribati currently living in
Australia who is very passionate about the issue of
climate change.
Tosy is concerned for her future and the future of
young people across the Pacific and throughout the
world. Kiribati is one of the world’s least developed
countries and Kiribati’s contribution to climate change
and global warming is very small. Kiribati is very
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change and could
well become uninhabitable by 2050. Where will Tosy
and her people go?
In

preparation

for

COP26,

Tosy

is

writing

to

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and leader
of the opposition Anthony Albanese asking them to
take urgent, strong climate action. Tosy is also asking
every one of us to write our own letters to support
her. Read her letter to the PM on the following page.

TOSY’S LETTER TO SCOTT MORRISON
Dear Prime Minister,
I am very proud of my beautiful culture and my identity as an I-Kiribati woman. I want
my people to live safely and freely without worrying about their future.
My Home Island, Kiribati, and my people are at the frontline of experiencing and
battling the adverse impacts of the climate crisis, an issue that we have made little
contribution to. Kiribati is a low-lying island nation that barely reaches two metres
above sea level. Most of our islands have an ocean shoreline and coastal lagoon. There
are no hills or streams. It is one of the most vulnerable nations in the world to the
effects of climate change.
I am very concerned about our lives and our future as climate change has already
threatened us in many ways.
One of the current effects of climate change is rising sea levels that we cannot run away
from. This is already affecting us and our livelihoods in devastating ways and, according
to the latest scientific projections, the current emissions path means that there will
continue to be sea-level rise long into the future.
Ahead of COP26, I urge Australia, as a wealthy and developed country, to give us a
helping hand by committing to a 75% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030
and announcing a plan for how you will achieve that.
Australia has been a generous and good neighbour in supporting Kiribati in various
ways. I have no doubt that you can do much better than that. So I ask for further
ambitious action from the Australian federal government to take urgent climate action
to limit carbon emissions and keep temperatures to below 1.5 degree C, as agreed under
the Paris Agreement.
We risk losing our home, which is everything to us, and along with that, our sense of
belonging and our identity as I-Kiribati people.
Australia has shown responsible leadership on a range of important global issues in the
past. Please help my people and show responsible leadership on this issue now.
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HOW DOES
AUSTRALIA
CONTRIBUTE
TO THE
PROBLEM?
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One of the key explanations for
this situation is that the world’s
top 15 greenhouse gas emitters,
including Australia, are some of
the world’s wealthiest and most

Being a wealthy
nation, as well as
one of the world’s
top greenhouse gas
emitters, Australia
has a moral duty to
act and help ensure
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COP26 AND POPE FRANCIS
COP26 is so important that
Pope Francis himself has
committed to attending the
climate summit in person.
In Pope Francis' words:
“Doomsday predictions can
no longer be met with irony
or disdain. We may well be
leaving to coming generations debris, desolation and
filth. The pace of consumption, waste and environmental change has so stretched
the planet’s capacity that
our contemporary lifestyle,
un-sustainable as it is, can
only precipitate catastrophes, such as those which
even now periodically occur
in different areas of the
world.”
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In Australia, the recently released Bishops’ Social Justice
Statement 2021-22: Cry of the
Earth, Cry of the Poor, affirms
that “we human beings need a
change of heart, mind, and
behaviour” (read here).
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2021-22 provides theological
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SO WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP TOSY?

The good news is that it's not too late. There is

The latest science indicates there is still a narrow

still hope and each of us can take action to help

path to avoiding the most severe climate impacts,

Tosy and her people and everybody else living on

but only through immediate, deep and sustained

this planet.

emissions reductions.

Here's what you can do to take action prior to COP26:
Write your own letter to Prime Minister Scott Morrison here. It’s also important to
express

your

views

to

the

Leader

of

the

Opposition

Anthony

Albanese

at

A.Albanese.MP@aph.gov.au .
Ask your school if they would consider putting up a banner on their building asking our
leaders to take urgent climate action prior to COP26. If this is an option, you can order a
banner here.
Contact your local Federal Member of Parliament and ask for a meeting to discuss this
with them or send them a letter. You can search for the name and contact details of your
Federal member at this link.

MORE INFORMATION/HELP
The PCP has a wide wide range of resources
available on climate change in the Pacific. You
can check out our website and you can also
book a speaker or ask us to help you organise a
climate action.
If you need assistance, please do not hesitate
to contact our Coordinator, Corinne Fagueret,
at cfagueret@edmundrice.org.

The island nation of Kiribati in the Pacific

