
 

Issue 23| Winter 2020   Catholic Archdiocese of Perth  

1 

 

 

 

Heʨ˗˔nʐ ˉnʋ H˛ɺʍ 

òCHRISTMAS IS BUILT UPON A BEAUTI FUL AND I NTENTI ONAL 

PARADOX  -  THAT THE BI RTH OF THE HOMELESS SHOULD BE 

CELEBRATED IN EVERY HOME .ó -  G.K.  CHESTERTON 

Linked to The Record ô2020 Social Justice Statement: ôIssue of mental health is a matter of justiceõ says Bishop Sproxtonõ 

 

The Justice, Ecology and Development Office (JEDO) within the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth, Western Australia 

(WA)  held the Perth launch of the 2020/21 Social Justice (SJ) Statement on Wednesday 20 th August at the 

Newman Siena Centre in Doubleview.  The current Statement from the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 

(ACBC) is ôTo Live Life to the Full ð Mental Health in Australia Todayõ.  The prayerful discernment from the national 

Bishops has provided us with very timely and important considerations for critical action, especially in light of the 

COVID-19 pandemic  and many climate related disasters that will have health, social and economic implications 

for many years to come.  Given COVID -19 restrictions were in place in relation to physical distancing requirements 

for the Perth Launch of the Statement, we were unable to allow all in our networks to attend.  However, we 

recognise our blessings as we were still able to have an in -person launch when many other States or regions, 

including for the national launch of the SJ Statement in NSW needed to go to more of an on -line or soft -launch 

platform.  As we try to manage these challenging times that has led to hardship for so many locally and globally, 

may we be strengthened in faith for healing of and hope for our bodies, minds and spirits; for we know that ôthe 

Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words õ. Romans 8:26  

Stay Well ð Stay Safe ð Stay Connected   

                             

With blessings, peace  and prayers for good health     

Carol Mitchell ( JEDO Director)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                                         
 

 

 
            We welcome your inclusion and participation in our ôcall to actionõ.  
                     ²ƛǘƘ Catholic Social Teaching ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ς ǘƻ       

                      think globally, but act locally ς ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ   

                     ōŜȅƻƴŘΧ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΥ ǿǿǿΦƧŜŘƻΦǇŜǊǘƘŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ 

ôTHE LORD IS NEAR TO THE BROKEN HEARTED,  

AND SAVES THE CRUSHED IN SPIRITõ 

PSALM 34:18 

Photo (L to R): Derek Boylen ( CLMF), Carol Mitchell ( JEDO), Damian Walsh ( The Shopfront ),  

Laura Allison ( CEWA Psych. Team ), Bishop Don Sproxton ( Auxiliary Bishop of Perth ), Dcn Paul Reid ( Caritas ) 

https://therecord.com.au/news/local/2020-social-justice-statement-issue-of-mental-health-is-a-matter-of-justice-says-bishop-sproxton/
file:///W:/JEDO - Justice, Ecology & Development Office/JEDO - ADMIN/JEDO - RESOURCES/JEDO - PUBLICATIONS/JEDO NEWSLETTERS/Draft & Final Versions/2020/Issue 22 - (Autumn)/Images/St-Joseph-the-Worker-2020-Pastoral-Message.pdf
http://www.jedo.perthcatholic.org.au/
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JEDO Advocacy & Networking  

ôTHEN YOUR LIGHT SHALL BREAK FORTH L IKE THE DAWN,   

& YOUR HEALING SHALL SPRING UP QUICKLYõ 

ISAIAH 58:8 

On-line National Gathering for Social Justice Statement  :                                Zoom event - 25th July 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National diocesan social justice colleagues would normally gather at Mary MacKillop Place in North Sydney, NSW the month 

prior to the launch of the ACBC Social Justice (SJ) Statement. However, COVID -19 related health priorities and inter -state 

travel restrictions changed the focus to an on -line Zoom meeting that was held on Saturday 25 th July. It was wonderful we still 

had an opportunity to learn more about the 2020/21 SJ Statement for the critically important theme of mental health in 

Australia today prior to the national launch in early August (rather than the usual September). Given many recent extreme 

weather events, including long -standing drought, catastrophic fires, cyclones, flooding and then a pandemic further 

increasing social and economic insecurity, itõs a very timely message indeed. The on-line gathering still enabled the collegial 

support that is also so critical at this time. Although we may be physically and geographically distanced from each other we 

can still remain socially connected. Thanks in particular to friends at the ACBC Office for Social Justice: John Ferguson, Sa ndi e 

Cornish and Lyn Delaguiado. We appreciate what you do ð and who you are.  

 
Catholic Social Justice Series are available via the ACBC Office for Social Justice.  

www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/resources  

 
 

Leave No -one Behind  

   

At a time when advertising campaigns and political slogans are stating, ôWeõre all 

in this togetherõ, we need to ensure that we leave no -one behind  and effectively 

support those of us who are most vulnerable and marginalised. This includes (but is 

not restricted to) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders; people who are migrants, 

refugees, seeking asylum; those in detention or prison; people with disabilities/

varying abilities; with mental health challenges or disorders; with addictions; 

people in abusive/violent relationships; or are homeless, living in poverty and/or 

socially or geographically isolated. This is the time for us to not only do  more as 

communities of people, coming together for the common good but to be  more . 

Only then can we truly say and more importantly mean that weõre all in this 

together . 

Screenshot :  Nationwide delegates of the Zoom on -line National Gathering  

http://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/resources/



