
 
ACRATH’s week of advocacy in the Australian Parliament in 2018  
saw a team of 14 ACRATH members and colleagues in Canberra  
to advocate for improved approaches to combatting human  
trafficking and protecting victims of human trafficking and  
slavery-like practices, and forced marriage. Several weeks of  
preparation at ACRATH’s office preceded the team’s arrival in  
Canberra for an afternoon of orientation, preparation and training.  
A full schedule in the following days saw us meet for focused  
conversation and advocacy with Members of Parliament and  
government officers.  This year 12 of our meetings were with  
Ministers, Ministerial advisers and Shadow Ministers.  
 

We once again enjoyed accommodation and hospitality at the Gathering Place,  
a centre for Brigidine spirituality, and at the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference’s Potter’s Cottage.  
                                                                        
 
We received numerous messages of support, solidarity and promised prayer from our counter human trafficking colleagues 
around Australia and the world. Such support reminds us that ACRATH is part of a vast global network of women and men 
Religious and our colleagues, who constitute a significant force for the elimination of Human Trafficking and the quest for 
justice and human rights. 
 

Jean sds (Stop Trafficking!): It helps me realize how connected all women religious have become in our effort to be a voice 
for trafficked persons worldwide … hoping you can reach what we here now feel is so precious and absent in government - 
representatives who work together for the good of all, esp. the voiceless. 
 

RENATE Europe: Be assured of prayers … may your meetings reap fruit a thousand-fold. 
 

Sr. Adel (Talitha Kum Philippines): Praying for you! 
 

Patricia (Talitha Kum, Nigeria): This is a commendable step you are taking on our behalf.  
 

Michele Morek (Global Sisters Report): Good luck!  
 

Margaret (USCSAHT): Prayers will come your way to be sure.  
 

Ann Oestrich (Talitha Kum): Count on prayers and support from USCSAHT!  
 

Imelda (President of RENATE): … prayers … for wisdom and true enlightenment during these very important meetings.  
 

Sr. Gabriella (Talitha Kum Coordinator): Congratulations on the issues … for the discussion.  
 

Jean (UNANIMA): … prayerful support from all of us in UNANIMA International.  
 

Sr. Mª Josefa Lara Fortis (Carmelite Missionary from RENATE Spain): … prayers for the good God to give you the light and 
strength you need to make your Parliament more and more interested in the victims of human trafficking and to eradicate 
human trafficking in Australia and throughout the Earth.  
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ACRATH believes positive change has grown out of the genuine collaboration between government and civil society. 
 

Our Advocacy agenda addressed 3 broad topics: 
 

MODERN SLAVERY BILL:  
The Modern Slavery Bill is currently before the Australian Parliament. ACRATH noted its pleasure at the inclusion of (a) 
annual reporting on risks of modern slavery in supply chains by large companies and actions to address those risks; (b) 
the inclusion of government reporting on procurement; and (c) the establishment of an Anti-Slavery Business 
Engagement Unit to manage implementation. 
 

Advocacy Point 1: That the appointment of an Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner with oversight of the 
implementation of the Act be included in the current Bill. We urged that this Commissioner be independent, support 
business as a trusted advisor, encourage best practice in the prevention of slavery and human trafficking, and promote 
public awareness. 
 

ACRATH advocated for further legislation (after the current Bill is enacted) to include: 
Advocacy Point 2: The licencing of labour hire firms to address exploitation currently being experienced by overseas 
workers. These workers can suffer from coercion when they do not know their rights. They are often underpaid and can 
even be offered fewer hours of work than was promised. They also can experience inadequate living conditions. 
(Related to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 1.3 and 8.7). 
 

Advocacy Point 3: The establishment of a National Compensation Scheme to eliminate inconsistencies currently in 
place across State and Territory schemes and enable compensation/restitution for the full harm experienced by 
trafficked persons. 
 

FORCED MARRIAGE 
There have been 173 referrals of forced marriage to the Australian Federal Police, with the number growing steadily 
since 2013. ACRATH has written, trialled and implemented the “My Rights - My Future: Forced Marriage” education 
program for schools, and continues its collaborative work on Forced Marriage. 
 

Advocacy Point 4: The establishment of a national approach to Forced Marriage education in schools to ensure 
awareness-raising education on forced marriage amongst educators and high school aged students. (Related to SDGs 
5.3). 
 

FUNDING 
ACRATH’s application for renewed Government funding for 2018-19 has been unsuccessful. We believe that the 
current 12 month funding cycle compromises effective NGO work on crime prevention, advocacy and support of 
trafficked persons. The current competitive funding model is counter to the cooperative and collaborative approach 
currently practised among counter trafficking NGOs.  
 

Advocacy Point 5: We sought a 3-5 year funding cycle from the Department of Home Affairs budget - covering the 
National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking and Slavery. This would enable funded NGOs to undertake their 
work in a systematic and productive way. 

 
 

 

From L to R: with Sen Claire Moore; Graham Perrett MP and Cathy McGowan MP 



Australian South Sea Islanders (Port Jackson) (ASSIPJ) appreciate ACRATH’s collaborative approach to including our 
story as descendants of Australia's Blackbirding trade which is an important aspect of the great Australian narrative. 
The experience of lobbying our Australian Parliament … has been a positive cultural and political exchange of 
knowledge and learning. ASSIPJ supports unconditionally ACRATH’s recommendations for the Modern Slavery Bill. We 
look forward to our continued working together and support for one another.  

Tanku Tumas (Thank you), Waskam Emelda Davis 
 

I have been with ACRATH for a little more than a year, and to be part of an organisation that has a goal bigger than 
oneself is both invigorating and humbling.  

This was my first experience of Advocacy Week and I found it to be a completely enriching, overwhelming and an 
incredible learning experience. I came to Canberra thinking I knew a little, entered my first meeting feeling like I knew 
nothing and left the week knowing I had learnt so much. I am grateful for the opportunity to speak for those who 
cannot speak for themselves and much obliged to the Members of Parliament who continue to support our efforts - 
and to those who aren’t yet convinced, don’t worry, we’ll be back next year!                                           Genevieve Skruzny 

Reflections from Canberra 
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It’s Friday and we are on our way home; it’s time to take stock of our advocacy effort.  
 

Traction on our 5 ‘asks’:  
 

1. Independent Commissioner? We were in Parliament House while elements of the Modern Slavery Act were being 
hotly contested; we were an energetic part of that debate. 

2. Licensing of labour hire firms? The presence in our ACRATH team of the two representatives from the Association 
of South Sea Islanders (ASSI) Port Jackson assisted us in making a strong case to address the exploitation of 
overseas workers. Their presence also highlighted the shameful Blackbirding history in Australia. 

3. A federal compensation scheme? Our long term colleague, Professor Jennifer Burn, presented a new paper on this 
to the National Roundtable this week in Parliament House. Jen reminded us that compensation provides validation 
of wrong done, and financial assistance on the road to healing. 

4. Forced marriage & schools? We have developed new steps for our work in schools raising awareness of forced 
marriage and of strategies to address the problem. 

5. Funding support? We have some leads to follow up, but each lead seems to involve a lot of work finding funding 
sources, timelines and project expectations. There is no quick fix on this. 

 

We are returning home with thorough write-ups of 66 meetings. These write-ups mention more than 100 follow up 
tasks for us. This will form the basis of our national advocacy work for the coming months.  

Christine Carolan, ACRATH Executive Officer 
 

 
From L to R: 
With Trent 
Zimmerman 
MP and Sen 
Barry 
O’Sullivan 

L to R: with Sen Nick McKim; Minister Alex Hawke MP; Sen Malarndirri McCarthy 



NATIONAL OFFICE 
 

54 Beaconsfield Pde  

Albert Park, VIC 3206  
 

Ph: 03 9645 5986 
 

www.acrath.org.au  
 

info@acrath.org.au 
 
 

 

 

ACRATH has been unsuccessful in securing Australian 

Government funding for this year. We need core business funding 

and additional funding for special projects. 
 

Please consider a regular donation to ACRATH so that we can 

plan ahead. 

 
 

Contact Christine at the National Office  

eo@acrath.org.au   
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Reflection from ACRATH President 

As Team ACRATH 2018 gathered for our briefing session on Sunday 12th August it was quickly evident that despite varied 
backgrounds this was a team determined to advocate for the rights of those who have been exploited in Australia.  
 

Throughout the days ahead team members were untiring in presenting the advocacy points to members of Parliament. 
When additional meetings were requested members were always ready and willing to go the extra mile, and with 22 
kilometres of corridor in Parliament House go the extra mile they did. 
 

Team ACRATH is very grateful to the members of Parliament who took time to meet with us, for the open dialogue we 
experienced, for members who committed to following through on our requests and for the advice we received. During 
the week one member of Parliament shared his memory of being visited by a group of Catholic Sisters from ACRATH many 
years ago. He commented on how much has changed since then including the fact Parliament is now considering a Modern 
Slavery Bill. Another member remarked that ACRATH is always so well prepared, focused and clear in what we are asking 
when we come to meetings. It is comments such as these, and most importantly the knowledge that we can be agents of 
change for those who are trafficked or enslaved, that empowers us to continue this work of advocacy. 
 

Thank you to each member of Team ACRATH 2018 for your dedication and passion. Thank you also to the many supporters 

in Australia and beyond who sent us encouraging messages and supported us prayerfully during our time in Parliament. 

Noelene Simmons sm 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We left Canberra with many pages of carefully recorded interview write ups. One column in this document directs us 
forward to follow up work: emailing further material to many of the MPs we met with; making new contacts from referrals 
from MPs, and working with MPs to prepare questions for Senate Estimates.  
 
We know we also need to feed back to our membership and the broader NGO counter trafficking network to revisit our 
advocacy plan going forward.  
 
 
 
 
 

Colleen Jackson, Margaret Ng, Christine Carolan, Genevieve Skruzny, Emelda Davis, Noelene Simmons, Janine Bliss, Diana 
Hayes, Felicity Heffernan, Peter O’Neill, Marguerite Buckley, Shane Wood, Clare Smyth and Zac Wone.  

Next steps... 

 
 
From L to R: with 
Minister Dan 
Tehan MP and  
Tanya Plibersek 
MP 

Many thanks to the Canberra Advocacy Team for 2018 

mailto:eo@acrath.org.au

