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The Feast of St Josephine Bakhita – a day to focus on human 
trafficking 

 
The Feast of St Josephine Bakhita on Febraury 8 2018 – has been 
designated by Pope Francis as a day of prayer, reflection and action to end 
the injustice of human trafficking in the world.  Australian Catholic Religious 
Against Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH) supports this call and invites all to 
mark this day, particularly at weekend Masses on February 3 and 4 and on 
February 8 2018. 
 
St Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint for victims of slavery, was born in the 
West Sudanese region of Darfur, Sudan in 1869. As a young girl she was 
kidnapped for slavery in both Sudan and Italy. Following her delivery from 
slavery Josephine became a Canossian Sister and dedicated her life to 
sharing her story and to supporting the poor and suffering. She died on 8 
February 1947 and was canonized in 2000. 
 
The United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (UNODC) in its 2016 Global 
Report on Trafficking in Persons says: 79 per cent of all detected trafficking 
victims are women and children. From 2012-2014, more than 500 different 
trafficking flows were detected.  Countries in Western and Southern Europe 
detected victims of 137 different citizenships. These figures recount a 
worrying story of human trafficking occurring almost everywhere.  
 
It is estimated that millions of women, girls, men and boys are trafficked 
annually into domestic servitude, sexual exploitation, pornography production, 
forced marriage and forced labour.  
 
“These forms of exploitation flourish because of society’s greed for cheap 
goods and services and because it is easy to forget that those who meet 
these needs are human beings with their own innate God-given dignity,” the 
Bishop of Parramatta, Vincent Long Van Nguyen, wrote in ACSJC & ACRATH 
publication No 79. 
 
ACRATH joins the call for a fourfold commitment to: slavery prevention, victim 
protection, legal prosecution of perpetrators, and partnerships for change. 
This commitment begins with awareness raising and action to eliminate 
slavery in all its forms at a diocesan, parish, school, family or personal level. 
 
 



Sr Noelene Simmons sm, President of ACRATH, said, ‘Today’s statement 
supports the Worldwide Network of Religious Life Against Trafficking in 
Persons in calling on governments, religious and civic organisations to unite, 
and to increase their commitment to reduce the crime of human trafficking.  In 
this age of unprecedented mass migration brought on by conflict and natural 
disaster, women and children are particularly vulnerable to being trafficked 
and exploited. Through our prayer and our actions let us be advocates for 
their freedom and dignity.” 
 
Parish resources have been developed to mark this day. Please go to: 
http://acrath.org.au/world-day-of-prayer/ 
 
Media Contacts: 
Claire Griffin csb appointments@acrath.org.au 
Or Rosie Hoban on 0431 471 046. 
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