
 

 

Recognise Campaign – FAQs 

No more Recognise: what next? 
The Recognise campaign has come to an end. Reconciliation Australia – as the parent organisation of 
Recognise – has taken over the responsibility for continuing this important work towards constitutional 
reform and self-determination of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 
Frequently asked questions 
What did Recognise do? 
Why did the Recognise campaign end? 
What’s Reconciliation Australia got to do with Recognise? 
What is constitutional recognition / reform about? 
How do we change the constitution? 
Why does it feel like we’re getting nowhere? 
What happens next? 
I heard that millions of dollars got wasted on Recognise. Where did the money go? 
Didn’t the Uluru Statement essentially reject Recognise? 
Won’t constitutional recognition negate the possibility of treaty-making? 
I was a Recognise supporter. What can I do now? 
 
What did Recognise do? 
The Recognise campaign had a very specific focus: to raise awareness across the Australian 
community of the need to fix the Constitution, in advance of a referendum. More than 318,000 
Australians from all walks of life declared their support for constitutional recognition during the life of the 
campaign. 
 
Reconciliation Australia will continue to build on this support and advocate for change. 
 
Why did the Recognise campaign end? 
The Referendum Council conducted extensive consultations with First Nations peoples in the lead up to 
the release of its final report on 30 June 2017. These consultations found that the form of constitutional 
recognition most strongly favoured by First Nations peoples is a ‘voice to parliament’. 

In addition to this development, the federal government did not commit to funding the Recognise 
campaign beyond 30 September 2017. 

Both Recognise and Reconciliation Australia have long advocated for genuine reform that is based on 
the participation and perspectives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. And so, we have 
realigned our activities to support the aspirations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, as 
detailed in the Referendum Council’s report.  

While the journey toward constitutional reform now has a new focus, there is no doubt Recognise 
played a crucial role in raising awareness and advancing the conversation about national unity across 
the country. 
 
 



 

What’s Reconciliation Australia got to do with Recognise? 
Recognise was set up by Reconciliation Australia in 2012 to run a public campaign to raise awareness 
of the importance of changing the Constitution. The campaign highlighted the need for meaningful 
recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and to address racial discrimination within 
the Constitution. 
 
The campaign is now over and the important work of furthering the recommendations of the 
Referendum Council is being undertaken by Reconciliation Australia, in partnership with government 
and other community leaders and organisations.   
 
What is constitutional recognition / reform about? 
The Constitution is our founding document and it is the set of rules by which Australia is run. It lays out 
how parliament works, what powers it has, how federal and state governments share power; and the 
roles of executive government (ministers) and the High Court. The document came into effect in 1901, 
after the Australian colonies agreed to form the nation of Australia. 
 
Before the Constitution was written, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have lived in Australia 
for more than 65,000 years, maintaining the oldest living culture on the planet. Yet the Constitution 
doesn’t recognise this and still allows for racial discrimination. 
 
As it stands, the nation’s founding document makes no mention of the First Australians and more than 
sixty-five thousand years of Australia’s history prior to British colonisation. Reconciliation Australia 
supports the public campaign to correct this wrong, and meaningfully recognise First Nations’ people in 
the Constitution. 
 
How do we change the Constitution? 
The Constitution can only be changed through a Referendum – a national vote by all Australians. For a 
referendum question to succeed there needs to be a double majority. This means more than 50 per 
cent of all voting age Australians must vote ‘yes’, and a majority must also vote ‘yes’ in a least four of 
the six states. 
 
Why does it feel like we’re getting nowhere? 
We are deeply disappointed that the Federal Government has passed over the opportunity to take 
action on long-fought-for constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as 
recommended in the Referendum Council’s final report. 
 
At times like this we should reflect on the tough political climate in which our predecessors fought for 
the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. When campaigners started pushing for the 
referendum in 1967, they didn’t even have full voting rights. We draw strength from their courage and 
commitment. 
  
We are deeply disappointed that the Federal Government has passed over the opportunity to take 
action on long-fought-for constitutional recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as 
recommended in the Referendum Council’s final report. However, we know from the strong public 
support for constitutional recognition that Australians are ready for change and we are not prepared to 
let this opportunity go to waste.  
 



 

We ask you to stay with us while we navigate this new path, and to work with us as we find a solution. 
 
What happens next? 
Reconciliation Australia will continue to build on the momentum generated by the Recognise campaign. 
We are working with key stakeholders, including government, to pursue the recommendations of the 
Referendum Council. 
 
Recently, you may have heard that the government has formally rejected the ‘voice to parliament’ 
proposal. We see this decision as a frustrating blow to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 
who participated in the government-initiated Referendum Council process in good faith.  

While we are disappointed that the government has rejected this reasonable aspiration of First Nations 
peoples, we do support the formation of a parliamentary committee to consider the issues and 
proposals raised throughout the constitutional reform process. 

I heard that millions of dollars got wasted on Recognise. Where did the money go? 
Recognise was set up with a very specific purpose: to raise awareness about the need to change the 
Constitution to include meaningful recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
prevent racial discrimination. For the five years that Recognise ran a strong national awareness 
campaign, we held more than 365 events across the nation and travelled 39,000 kilometres. More than 
318,000 people became supporters and 180 organisations got on board to help. In doing so, we more 
than doubled awareness of the need for constitutional reform. 
 
If you would like to know more about what Recognise achieved, go to: reconciliation.org.au/recognise/ 
 
Didn’t the Uluru Statement essentially reject Recognise? 
The Uluru delegation endorsed a ‘voice to parliament’ as the preferred form of constitutional reform 
because it could help to achieve meaningful recognition and self-determination, as well as to counter 
discrimination in the Australian Constitution. These are principles that Recognise and Reconciliation 
Australia have always promoted. 
 
Additionally, we were pleased to see strong support from the delegates at the Uluru Convention for 
advancing a Makarrata Commission and for truth-telling about our history. 
 
Won’t constitutional recognition negate the possibility of treaty-making? 
We have always maintained that a treaty (or agreement-making) and constitutional recognition can co-
exist. We are pleased to see the Referendum Council’s strong support for advancing a Makarrata 
Commission and for truth-telling about our history. 
 
I was a Recognise supporter. What can I do now? 
More than ever, your valued support is going to be crucial as we move forward. We are moving on from 
Recognise on a different path, and we need you with us. 

To support us, we ask that you: 

1.  Bear with us. We are working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
organisations to define the next steps toward constitutional reform and self-determination. 

http://www.reconciliation.org.au/recognise/


 

2. Remain motivated. The positive changes you’ve helped us achieve through Recognise have 
made a profound difference to reconciliation in Australia. You can help us move forward with 
open conversation about reconciliation in your community. 

3. Stay tuned. We know from the strong public support for constitutional recognition that 
Australians are ready for change and we are not prepared to let this opportunity go to waste. 
We ask you to stay with us while we navigate this new path, and to work with us as we find a 
solution. 

 
To stay up-to-date on developments in this space, please follow us at Reconciliation Australia on: 
 

 Facebook 

 Twitter 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ReconciliationAus/
https://twitter.com/RecAustralia

